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Beautiful Callie, Farewell
Kris had a special connection to one of her feral cats, Callie. For over 14 years, Kris fed Callie daily. In
all that time, Kris never got close enough to touch Callie and rarely even had an opportunity to take a
picture of her. Then, on the morning of March 28, Kris was concerned enough by Callie's unusual
absence to contact Barbara Galaviz, Operations Assistant for Denver Municipal Animal Shelter. As
Kris wrote, "One of my feral cats has been gone for five days. I have been feeding her daily for about
14 years. Is there a number you can give me to find out if her body has been picked up somewhere.
Also, if anyone brought her in ill or injured. She is a large calico, probably matted somewhat, with
green eyes?"
Later than day, Barbara responded: "I'm so sorry but I
think we did pick her up, hit by a car on Evans/St. Paul;
she was DOA." Normally, animal control does not pick
up dead animals, but they picked Callie up. Had they not
done so, Kris would never have known for certain what
happened.
As Kris wrote back to Barbara: "I thought I would just
die when I got that email back. I never in a million years
believed she could get run over because she has been
clever about cars for 13 years or so . . . and I absolutely
could NOT get her in a trap and even during the
blizzards she never would go into my garage with the
door cracked. Also, sometimes the 'body guy' picks up
the dead animals and it was just a fluke that animal
control actually picked her up instead of the city animal
pick-up service.

A rare picture of beautiful Callie.
Photo by Kris Field.

"The good news is that I was able to go down and pick up her body and I held her and petted her,
something I could never do in life, and I cut off some of each of her colors, fur and some whiskers. I
had no idea her whiskers were so long and beautiful. I will cry for a long long time. I still look for her,
every day, all day, knowing she is not there, but my heart forgets that she is gone and still searches for
a glimpse of that beautiful calico baby.
"She had a lot of bad matting, and she was a little dirty, but in my heart she will be as I first saw her
over 14 years ago, bright and shining and clear eyed . . . just like she is now as she makes her way
among the various feeding stations over the Rainbow Bridge."
Donations to Barnwater Cats made in Callie's name will be used to continue the outdoor feeding
program on Kris's back porch that she initiated many years ago.
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Many months earlier, when Kris thought for awhile that Callie had been lost during a previous absence, she
wrote this remembrance of Callie, which has now become her obituary:
with her head sticking out. And she never had
kittens in all of these years, so she was certainly
spayed.
Every winter I shoveled many paths around my
house so that she could get to the food. I never
knew where she went when she left here, and I
guess I never will. But even when the blizzards had
done their worst, leaving behind up to three or four
feet of snow, she still came padding down the walk,
cold, damp and hungry. And I baked her turkey on
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Over the years, I have trapped and fed many cats on
my back porch, but Callie was so trap savvy that
she would sit in the grass and watch the trap for
hours and never get anywhere near it. So I could
never get her vet checked or combed out.

Callie next to Kris's back yard fence.
Photo by Kris Field.

I don't remember when I first started seeing Callie,
the beautiful calico kitty, in my backyard. I think
she suddenly appeared one day. I have no memory
of that first day, it was so long ago . . . 10 years? 15
years? At any rate, that was when I first began
keeping a bowl of dried food and a bowl of water
on my back porch, with a plate of canned food
when the sun went down.

About two months ago, I noticed that she was not
eating well. She would eat just a little bit and then
sit on my back steps, facing the sun; so I started
feeding her more expensive canned foods, knowing
she would eat a little more if it was something she
loved. But still she did not eat nearly what she used
to and did not eat with any enthusiasm. I figured
she probably had bad teeth by this time, and I
would have given anything I owned to have been
able to get her bathed and combed out; but that was
not to be.

At first, I did not see a lot of her, but I knew she
was coming regularly to eat; and when I did see her,
I would just stand and watch her from the kitchen
window or the back door. She was very very scared
of humans and did not even like to be watched.
As the years went by, we fell into a comfortable
relationship. I kept a big plate of canned food in the
refrigerator, and the second I saw her coming down
my back walk, I cracked open the back door and
slid the plate onto the back porch. She would freeze
in place and then come up to the porch to eat.

It's a mystery to me how a person can fall so deeply
in love with an animal they have never touched, but
we all know it happens. I'll see you again, Callie;
and when we meet the next time, I promise I will
hold you and kiss you and bury my nose in your fur
and whisper in your ear, stories of how much I
loved you on earth. Things I never got to do or say
while you were alive.

The years were hard on her, and on me. I purchased
hundreds of dollars worth of igloos and large
carriers and positioned them in the back yard,
hoping she would seek shelter when the hard rains
came, followed by the heavy wet snow storms. But
she never did. Only once, about nine months ago,
did I see her get into the igloo and sit for a spell,

So wherever you are, know that my life was so
much richer because you were in it. Goodbye
beautiful little girl of my heart . . . have a safe
journey home and may the angels fly you gently
and swiftly.

Thank you to everyone, all of the angels out there, who trap, feed, medicate, neuter and maintain these
unfortunate little tame strays and fearful ferals who did not ask to be in this situation and who have no idea why
their lives are so difficult. You are the real heroes on this earth, the ones who brave snowstorms and unbearable
heat to deliver food to those who need it and to distribute food and fresh water among the colonies. Thank you,
Erica, Gay, Cindy, Marion and all of the others . . . you bring me to my knees with gratitude.
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IN-HOME EUTHANASIA, LOW-COST VACCINATIONS, SPAYS AND NEUTERS
Dr. Erica Rambus, a big supporter of all animals and BCRO, offers through Devine Feline low-cost
vaccinations, spays and neuters as well as affordable in-home euthanasia. Please call her at 303-777-1723
should you need her services.

LOW COST DENTALS, SPAYS, NEUTERS, VACCINATIONS AND MICROCHIPS
SpayToday has partnered with Dr. Kristin Wells to provide dental services for shelter/rescue animals. $110 pays
for a dental scaling/polishing, plus $10 for each tooth extracted (meaning most "bad" dentals will probably be
around $200). This is well below the usual cost for dental care. Dentals are available on Mondays. Please call
SpayToday to schedule a dental at the time of a spay/neuter. If you need just a dental, please call Dr. Wells at
303-332-8181 (make sure she knows you are scheduling for a rescue animal). Low-cost spays, neuters, vaccines
and microchips are also available at SpayToday.
Dr. Piccoli
SpayToday
1864 South Wadsworth Blvd. #2
Lakewood, CO 80232

303-984-7729 [Jewel and Wadsworth]
www.spay2day.org

SUMMER YARD SALE RESULTS
BCRO usually holds two yard sales a year as major fund raisers. Due to scheduling conflicts, the shelter only
held one yard sale this year on Sunday, June 26. In spite of the wickedly high temperature, volunteers Gay
Dickerson, Dawn and Allynne Brandenburg, Andrea Luethge, Cleo Henderson, Jean VanLoan, Justin Loerwald
and Eluise Marvin worked hard to set up, sell and then clean up. Thanks to their efforts and to all those who
donated or shopped at the yard sale, the shelter raised over $745 in sales and $400 in donations. That money
went directly to pay vet bills and other shelter expenses. Thank you one and all for your support!

Defending the Defenseless: A Guide to Protecting and Advocating for Pets
Kris has several copies for sale of Allie Phillips' new book ($34.95). Along with an interview with Kris that
focuses on feral cats, Allie writes about all aspects of protecting and advocating for our pets. Some of the book's
topics include preventing cruelty and neglect, animal rights, transporting shelter animals, keeping people and
their pets together and compassion fatigue. Please contact Kris if you would like to purchase a copy, or pick up
one at the Holiday Bazaar. Copies may also be purchased through Amazon.com.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Rhonda Green has been a BCRO volunteer webmaster
and designer since 2005. She is a creative and active
supporter of the shelter and recently started another
project outside of her full-time job and being the mother
of her toddler, Morgan. Rhonda has partnered with
another trainer and has spent the summer months
teaching children all about horses, grooming, care,
safety and riding. If any of you have a desire to learn
about horses, please check out her website ~
http://www.majestichorsetraining.com ~ and call
Rhonda if you'd like to spend some time with some
amazing and BIG animals. Way to go Rhonda!

Morgan astride Diva.
Photo by Rhonda Green.

COMEDY FOR CRITTERS FUNDRAISER
Elaine Hicks, on behalf of the Humane Society of Weld County, invites you to the County's largest fundraiser,
Comedy for Critters. It's a night of live comedy and music, cocktails and dinner, and live and silent auctions.
Tickets are only $30 each and the raffle prize is a trip for two to New Orleans. The event will be held at The
Bel-Air in Greeley, Colorado, on November 3 at 6 p.m. Full information is available at the website:
www.WeldCountyHumane.org.
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KRIS DEPLOYS TO GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA
Can you imagine almost 700 cats in one place? Can you imagine the work involved in even supplying water to
that many cats? No? Neither can I. However, that's the situation that existed in Florida's Haven Acres Cat
Sanctuary before police raided it.
In mid-August, Kris spent six sweltering days deployed with the Humane Society
of the United States in Alachua County, Florida. She was part of a team composed
of volunteers from all over the country gathered to care for the surviving cats after
the raid. This was the largest case of animal hoarding HSUS had ever participated
in and is considered one of the top three of the largest cat hoarding cases in U.S.
history. The owners, a married couple, are charged with 47 counts of animal
cruelty, which are third-degree felonies.
And how does one accumulate close to 700
cats? The couple had good intentions: they
allowed anyone who wanted to surrender their
cat to do so and assured the owners that the cat
would be well cared for. But authorities
described the shelter's environment as "dire."
Often with situations of hoarding, they became
overwhelmed and the cats suffered.
Shelter Manager Julie Castaneda and her
volunteer husband Phil were awesome: they
One of the shelter managers,
helped make it all possible. As in other
Susan Voight.
hoarding raids Kris has participated in, the cats
Photo by Kris Field.
were put in temporary cages and housed in
three separate buildings. Volunteer staff set up
cages, watered and fed them all while vets checked each cat. Sixty to a hundred of
the almost 700 rescued cats were euthanized due to poor health and/or
malnutrition. The rest were treated and readied for adoption. Each cat was spayed
or neutered by University of Florida veterinary students.

Kris in her yellow volunteer
T-shirt; staff wore blue ones.
Photo by Susan Voight.

Volunteer Debbie Salinas.
Photo by Kris Field.

Kris spent her six days there in caring for the cats: cleaning cages and preparing food.
Other teams rotated in to take over during the several months it took to process, shelter
and place the cats. Shelters throughout the eastern United States took cats to maximize
their adoption chances. Once again, Kris stepped up and did the tough stuff: caring for
cats that needed human saviors.
In late August, 258 cats had been adopted after an adoption event. According to
Jennifer Eckhaus, Volunteer and Operations Manager for HSUS, as of October 5,
"There are 176 remaining at the shelter . . . most of whom are receiving dental scalings
this week and should be ready for transport very soon." Also, it was almost time for all
the staff and volunteers to finish their work of caring for these animals. However, for
those cats not yet adopted, there was an ongoing need for assistance through October.
Volunteers needed to be experienced and willing to do general shelter work such as
feeding, cleaning, watering and eventually disassembling the shelter.
HSUS employee
Catherine Lynch,
who volunteered
during her vacation.
Photo by Kris Field.

This is hard work requiring lifting, bending, kneeling and so on. And some volunteers
also needed to be experienced with handling cats. And it's no easy task to find enough
volunteers who are available, qualified and willing to work in Florida for at least a
week at a time. Somehow, it all does get done thanks to the amazingly dedicated
people of the Humane Society of the United States.
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ANIMAL ASSISTANCE FOUNDATION GRANT
BIG thanks to David Gies, Executive Director of Animal Assistance Foundation, for his kindness and generosity
to BCRO. The AAF grant helps to ensure that Barnwater Cats can continue its mission of providing the very
best medical care possible to its shelter kitties.
BCRO also sends a big paw salute to Joan Casey for her entire life of outstanding service to animals. Joan is
retiring and her efforts will now be carried on by Sarah Timms. Sarah has already made a positive difference in
the lives of animals and the humans who love them, and we look forward to working with her in the future.

MISSION STATEMENT FOR BARNWATER CATS RESCUE ORGANIZATION
Barnwater Cats Rescue Organization recognizes and respects the rights of animals to live in a healthy and safe
environment. It is our mission to help any abused, abandoned, stray or feral cat that needs food, medical
attention, transportation to a safe environment and/or shelter. In the event that we cannot provide necessary help
for the cat or its owner, we will provide referrals to organizations that can help. With these services, BCRO
assists with vet care for over 40 people and 60 cats each year.
And what does all this really mean? Here's a sampling of the services BCRO provided in just six months:
4 dental cleanings
2 blood panels
2 neuters and 3 spays
7 vaccinations
6 vet exams
4 fecal tests

3 microchips
1 cremation
2 rabies shots
1 ultrasound
1 euthanasia
1 skin scraping

1 fluids infusion
5 leukemia/aids test
2 supplements for diarrhea
1 heartworm test
12 bath and lyme dips
1 fungal culture

This photo perfectly illustrates BCRO's mission. Little kitten
Panda is in her room in the shelter after being trapped and
medically treated. She is looking out of her window at her mother
Marina, who had not yet come inside the shelter. Eventually,
Marina made her decision and calmly walked in to the shelter on
her own and quickly bonded with Kris.
Photo by Kris Field.

SHELTER PASSES INSPECTION WITH FLYING COLORS!
Periodically, BCRO's shelter is inspected by the U.S. Department of Agriculture PACFA Inspector. Kris was
worried this year because a new inspector would be coming and her shelter doesn't exactly comply with all
regulations because of all of the carpeted condos and carpeting on the floor. Kris was concerned that the shelter
would be cited and she would have to rip out all carpeting and other fabrics, even the curtains. But because of
Kris's super clean conditions and the health of her animals, the shelter passed with "no violations."
Because BCRO transfers fewer than 24 animals a year, it does not really need to have a shelter license from the
Department of Agriculture. But licenses hanging on the wall show that BCRO is a legitimate and serious nonprofit rescue organization. A rescue license is $175 a year.

LIBRARY EVENT FOR BARNWATER CATS!
Suzanne Young, a friend of Kris Field's and local celebrity, is an established author of mystery books. She will
be participating in a "Meet and Greet the Authors" event at Aurora Central Library on October 23 from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to sign copies of her newest book: Murder by Proxy. Suzanne has graciously offered to donate
any proceeds from this event to Barnwater Cats! This is a wonderful opportunity to support both the author and
the shelter, not to mention that you may find a new favorite author for yourself. Hope to see you there.
Suzanne's website is http://www.SuzanneYoungBooks.com. The library is located at 14949 East Alameda
Parkway in Aurora.
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SARAH/JENNIE, fostered by Sarah and Scott Timms
Kitten Sarah was rescued from DMAS on the day she was to be euthanized. She is being fostered by Sarah and
Scott and has been re-named Jenny, for obvious reasons! Here's an email from Sarah to Kris Field: "Things are
going really well. Scott came back last night and I was a little worried about how Sarah would respond to a new
human so soon (especially a man). Well--it's like she knew she had to win him over! This morning I let her out
of her room and she ran straight to our bedroom and jumped up and started laying on Scott! She never did that
with me. She seems to love him?!

Jenny and Scott.
Photo by Sarah Timms.

"She and Alex [Scott and Sarah's own cat] spend most of the time racing
around the house chasing after each other and hiding around corners to
pounce on each other. Her bed is on the bed, but she seems to be sleeping
on the pillows. She is also playing with things--just not her toys! She has
been playing with a bike pump and an umbrella that she got out of the
closet. We took that way from her though as we didn’t want her poking her
eye out! She also loves to pull out the drawers and crawl around in them. I
do think they want to be friends and I also think they chase each other
around in a really playful way. It just seems to be about once an hour that
the play turns to a fight. There is not much hissing anymore. Still some
fighting, but I think it is becoming (slowly) more play than defense. It
seems to be fairly equal in terms of who is doing the chasing versus being
chased."

CATS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
CATS ARRIVE FROM ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS
In March 2011, Kris corresponded with Melissa Pieffer of Pets from
Paradise. BCRO recently became a shelter partner with the Pets from
Paradise facility so that it can help save some kitties. They have a 95%
euthanasia rate, which is why BCRO has gone out on a limb to help.
Cutie and Garfield had to fly in cabin from St. Croix to the U.S. and,
therefore, in order to get the cats here, we have to rely on the kindness of
strangers (travelers, tourists and business people) to agree to take a cat or
two in the cabin. In addition, it has to be someone actually coming to
Colorado, so the logistics of getting cats from the Island is a huge
challenge. But BCRO was up for it. All of these kitties have a distinctive
Abby look, with long narrow faces and skinny tails.
Garfield is an adorable red mackerel tabby and is the sweetest boy ever.
If you sit down with him in your arms, he will lay his head on your
shoulder. He is extremely outgoing and very, very friendly. He purrs all
the time. He has been microchipped, neutered, leukemia/aids tested
(negative), vaccinated and has had fecal tests done (negative). He is beautifully socialized. To set an
appointment to meet Garfield, please write to barnwatercat@aol.com.
Cutie and Garfield shortly after arrival.
Photo by Kris Field.

Cutie is an adorable brown mackerel
tabby: petite, with a very small head,
small neck and tiny paws. He weighs
about 8 pounds. Cutie is extremely
friendly and purrs all the time. He likes to
play and is constantly curious. He could
not take his eye off the window the first
evening he saw a raccoon in the shelter
backyard. It was his first sighting since
they do not have raccoons on St. Croix.
He is leukemia/aids negative,
microchipped, neutered and vaccinated.
Garfield at rest.
Photo by Kris Field.
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Cutie close up.
Photo by Kris Field.

MARINA
In spring 2011, Marina and her four kittens caused quite a stir,
delaying the shelter's yard sale while efforts were under way to
trap them. Three of the four kittens (including Panda) were
successfully trapped by Gay Dickerson and socialized by Margery
Smith. Kris was finally able to trap the last kitten, a lovely Siamese
named Solo. Alas, Solo only survived in the wild for about five
weeks after her spay, vaccinations and microchipping. A pair of
coyotes was reported to be wandering in the area, but Kris did not
know this when she released Solo back to the wild. By this time,
Solo was too old to be socialized. After a few weeks of sightings
with her mom cat, she has not been seen in the last few months and
is presumed to have died.
BCRO transferred two of Marina's kittens to Evergreen Protective
League for adoption, and Margery Smith is still fostering Panda,
who is ready for adoption.

Marina and her "home" provided by Kris. Marina is
sitting on top of the outdoor cat run at the shelter.
Photo by Kris Field.

Meanwhile, Marina made herself right at home in the shelter. She has become particularly attached to Kris and
is a very well-behaved, loving guest at the shelter.

PANDA
It's easy to see that darling Panda is Marina's kitten. Panda
has been fully tested for all feline diseases and has tested
negative for leukemia and AIDS. She is in perfect health,
loves other cats, is socialized, microchipped and ready for
her forever home, although she is shy around strangers.
Both photos of Panda are by Kris Field.

LINDY AND LEWIS
Two of Marina's kittens were sent to Evergreen Protective League for adoption. It's easy to see the family
resemblance. Each kitten weighed almost 2½ pounds at the time of these photos. Margery Smith was kept busy
socializing them and feeding them an awesome diet of turkey, canned food, baby food and a tiny bit of KMR.
Kittens are never fed dry food.

Margery Smith and an apprehensive
Lindy just before his first vet visit.
Photo by Kris Field.

Kris Field holds Panda at
Margery's home.
Photo by Margery Smith.
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Lewis in hand.
Photo by Kris Field.

A TRUE RED CROSS VOLUNTEER [Reprinted from a Red Cross newsletter with kind permission from
Sandra McKinney, Direct Assistance Coordinator for the Mile High Chapter of the American Red Cross, who is
the author of this article.]
I [Sandra] received a call from our University Hospital Caseworker telling me about a new patient, "Marianne."
Due to a grease fire, Marianne had been rushed from her apartment in Aurora to the burn unit with second and
third degree burns over 12 percent of her body. This would mean she would have to stay in the hospital for at
least three weeks undergoing surgeries and treatment.
Marianne's main concern was not for herself, but over her two much-loved cats, Delilah and Daisy. Neither cat
was injured, but they were alone in her apartment with no one to look after them. Her landlord and her best
friend took turns caring for the cats during the first days after the disaster, but it became apparent that a different
solution was needed: the cats couldn't stay in the apartment while damage assessment and restoration were
under way, and they needed more companionship.
That's when we phoned one of our valuable volunteers, Kris Field, Executive Director of the Barnwater Cats
Rescue Organization. Kris knows every shelter, vet and kitty in Denver. Kris arranged for Delilah and Daisy to
be picked up from Marianne's apartment and delivered to Evans East Animal Hospital over the weekend. She
then arranged to have them transported for long-term housing at the Cat Care Society in Lakewood. Because of
Kris's connections, all care and housing were donated to the client.
Marianne was given weekly updates on her cats and then was well enough to phone Cat Care for updates herself. Before Marianne was released, she was worried how she would get her cats home. Once again, Kris
arranged transportation and the reunion was a tear-jerker. Even though she has a long road ahead of her, she is
back with her "family."
Marianne couldn't be more grateful. "I want to thank everybody that's been involved, from my landlord and my
best friend to the Red Cross and the Cat Care Society," Marianne said. "You guys are lifesavers. I don't know
what I would have done without you. I don't know what anyone would do without the Red Cross."
The dedication of our volunteers is overwhelming. Thank you Kris, you made a huge difference in the lives of
Marianne, Delilah and Daisy.
[Note from Kris: This article makes it look like I did all the work myself. I didn't--Sandra was there every step of
the way!]
Hi Everyone,
If you are involved in a fire or other disaster, please remember to tell the nearest
person in authority that your pet is still in the house or the apartment. That could be
the fireman or the policeman. In many jurisdictions, it is the job of the fire department
to contact the police or sheriff's department if there are pets involved. Then the police
department is charged with calling animal control to help get pets to their shelter for
safety reasons or to a local veterinarian or emergency room.
However, sometimes there is a disconnect and the fire department does not call the
police or the police do not call the animal rescuing agency. Then they put out the fire
and leave the scene and your dog is still running at large somewhere or your cat or bird
is still left in the smoke-filled apartment where they will die if not helped.
Hello again everyone.
This is Honeybear,
Emergency/Disaster
Liaison and Pet Lead
for BCRO, writing to
you from the BCRO
headquarters.

Even if you find yourself at an American Red Cross shelter, please be sure to tell the
shelter manager that you have a pet(s) still in the damaged location so that they can be
sure that someone is on site and responding. No one can help your pet if they are not
aware of the problem. Tell everyone you see: the police, the firemen, the Red Cross
people (DAT team on scene)--tell EVERYONE that you have an animal in the
domicile and you need help. Do not assume that some agency has taken care of the
situation.
In this way, you can help them to help you. You are your pet's lifeline: stay aware and
do not let them down. If you lose material possessions but are able to save the life of
your pets by getting the proper help quickly, you have enriched all of your lives!
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TRIPLE SAVE, DMAS KENNEL # 418
On April 12, 2011, Barbara Galaviz, Operations Assistant for the Denver Municipal Animal Shelter, put out a
call for help with cat number A159243, NM, orange domestic tabby, 10 years old. Operating under the rule that
people do not usually adopt older cats from shelters, BCRO agreed to take him. This poor old guy was out of
time and out of options.
BCRO volunteer Margery Smith and Director Kris Field immediately went down to the
shelter and pulled this sweet old boy. They took him to Pets on Broadway to see Dr.
Mac Griffin. The initial exam showed him to be closer to 18 years old instead of 10.
He walked with difficulty, had crusty eyes, was limping on his hind leg, had a heart
murmur of 3/5, and blood work showed that he was severely dehydrated and was in
some kidney failure. He was treated and taken back to the shelter for a huge meal, a
heating pad and lots of kisses.
Later that day Kris got an email from Barbara saying that the owners had been located
and that Kris did not have to call them, but if she chose to do so, here was their name
and number. This was the beginning of the REAL story!

Jesse and Dr. Griffen of
Pets on Broadway.
Photo by Kris Field.

It seems that the cat (Margery named him "Reno") had run out of the house in fear
when an ambulance was called for Reno's dad. That night, a neighbor spotted him and
was kind enough to pick him up and drive him to the emergency room at Alameda East
Vet Hospital. He was so frail and thin that she thought he has been out for a very long
time. Alameda East has a relationship with DMAS, so eventually the cat went to the
Municipal shelter.

In the meantime, the owners had put out fliers for a "lost cat." And they had also brought fliers to and filed a
report with the Denver shelter. However, the shelter did not have him when the owner was there, since he was
still at the hospital being treated. When the good Samaritan saw the fliers, she notified the owners, and they
contacted Alameda East to retrieve their kitty, but by then the cat had already been transferred to the Denver
shelter. Even though they left fliers at the Denver shelter, no one there connected the flier photo and description
to the single old orange cat that was about to be put to sleep.
Barbara did however connect the dots; and when the owner came in again looking for her
cat, the cat was already gone because BCRO had retrieved him. So, long story short, Kris
called the owner, got the whole story, and set a time for them to come and pick him up.
The reunion was wonderful. Katie and Eric were
so happy to have their cat back, and Jesse (his real
name) was ecstatic to see his mom and dad. They
were kind enough to pay all of his medical bills
AND they later sent BCRO an additional $50
Petco gift card.
So, all in all this kitty was first saved by the good
Samaritan who found him wandering around lost
in the dark, second save was by Barbara Galaviz
Jesse, age 17.
who sent out the information on him to rescue
Photo by Kris. Field.
groups, and the third save was by BCRO who
transferred him into the shelter, had him vetted and
contacted his guardians for the reunion. And yes, Jesse was 17, almost 18,
years old. So he will have his birthday party at home with his family, not
in a shelter.
Thank you kitty angels! You were very busy that weekend but you never
let this little boy out of your sight! Way to go, Jesse!
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Katie, Eric and Jesse at their
reunion. Photo by Kris Field.

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE SHELTER OF $10 OR MORE as of October 1, 2011
So many of you donated checks, gift cards and cash to the kitties; and we are especially grateful to each one.
There is no way that we could continue our work without you. No matter what the amount, every
donation received goes directly to the cats for vet care, food and shelter.

Lions ($1,000 or more), Liz Drennen, Eluise Marvin
Tigers ($500 or more), Robert Rhue
Jaguars ($200 or more), Emmy Baum, Bryce Hunt, Betty Patnoi, Eileen Shellman,
Jean VanLoan, Barbara Walker

Leopards ($100 or more), Amanda Cruzen, Gay Dickerson, Carole Horton,
Barbara and Wish Johnson, Ann Martinez, Tana Pittman, Eileen Robinson, Katie Seelbach,
Annette Stearman

Ocelots ($50 or more), Madeleine and David Dodge, Kate Merrill, Margery Smith,
Diana Whelen, Suzanne Young

Margays ($10 or more) Ann Caffrey, Jackie Clark, Marion Reeves, Bernadette Sonefeld
A great big thank you to Dr. Cindy Kryjak and her hubby Matt for all of their support, cat
food and cat bed donations. You guys are awesome!

SPECIAL	
  THANKS 	
  
Many	
  thanks	
  again	
  to	
  Bill	
  Egan	
  of	
  Egan	
  Printing	
  for	
  printing	
  the	
  newsletter.	
  
His	
  generous	
  support	
  means	
  that	
  the	
  newsletter	
  looks	
  better	
  than	
  ever!	
  

Egan	
  Printing	
  Company	
  
1245	
  Elati	
  Street	
  •	
  Denver,	
  CO	
  80204-3612	
  •	
  303-534-0171

ADOPTION UPDATES
BRIANA
Remember that beautiful tiny kitten Kris pulled from DMAS last November? She weighed about 10 ounces, but
look at her now. Those must be her weights and exercise equipment in the background.

Briana as a kitten.
Photo by Kris Field.

Briana (right) in her very own bedroom
with her sister cat, Hera (left).
Photo by Liz DiPaolo.
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KATRINA CATS
Bob and Carole Levin of Colorado Springs adopted Metairie, Dudette, Ethan and Sweet Pea from Bogalusa,
Louisiana, through Barnwater Cats in December 2005. This amazing couple has given shelter and love to many
Barnwater rescues. Here's an update from Carole in an email to Kris:
"Thought you'd like new pics of the Fab 4. It's hard to believe that tomorrow's their fifth anniversary. They truly
defied the odds against them, and hissed at death numerous times over. Through countless human angels,
yourself included, they arrived at their rightful abode. Here's Metty now a gentleman cat reposed on a chest,
looking regal and secure. Next, Dudette, awakening from her morning beauty sleep about to bask by the front
entry. Then, a rare glimpse of Pea, in one of her trances, taking in the world on her mystic journeys. And Ethan,
in reverie, happy with his lot and now elevated to princely cat-in-residence. When you often wonder why you
continue on with your chosen life's work, here's the answer. God bless you and kudos, Carole"
All photos are by Carole Levin

To Dudette, Ethan, Metty and Sweet Pea:
The four of you survived Katrina's wrath and through the Powers on High, weren't allowed to die.
You braved the storm and its aftermath.
By chance and by miracle you came to us.
Whenever we feel there's no hope, we have only to look at you.
You, dear cats, are living testimonies to the will to survive.
Ah, dear Dudette, Ethan, Metty and Sweet Pea, you enrich our lives in so many ways.
You're there 24/7 and give boundless love and make us smile when times are tough.
Yes, you had it rough, but you're among the most cherished or would have perished.
Beloveds, the angels had you in their sights the moment you were born.
How else could it be that the 4 of you came together.
Ah, dear inspirations, you know full well that this is true.
The angels have always had their wings over you.
Carole and Bob, your earthly guardians

GRACIE and TEDDIE
These two cats were originally adopted to a family by BCRO but then had to be surrendered to BCRO after their
owners could no longer care for them. Eventually, they were adopted together by Kate Merrill and her mom Pat.
Here is an update from Kate: "Miss Gracie is doing really well, having almost finished her training of Mom and
me. Her 'Nana' is her buddy and they spend lots of time bonding during lap times. She's adopted a large blue
cushion left behind which we call her 'throne.' Gracie's hunting instincts are remarkable
which show up in her play and window observances. She continues to love her feathers
and a particular hot stick which I'm presented
with regularly in the middle of the night! Gracie
loves sheets and works hard to nestle in before a
bed is made.

Gracie doing what cats do best.
Photo by Kate Merrill.

"Notice their new condo specifically chosen
(and put together!) for Mr. T's desire for heights.
I positioned the condo near a window in my
bedroom so the masters of the house have
access for their kitty patrol duties. Nothing gets
by without their approval!"
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Teddie on patrol.
Photo by Kate Merrill.

NEW ARRIVALS AT RAINBOW BRIDGE
Bailey Loerwald, Justin's boy cat. Justin has been a BCRO volunteer for a long time, and we know she is
mourning Bailey's loss every day.
Smudge, beloved little girl of Roger and Eileen Shellman.
Eileen is another long-term supporter of BCRO.

Smudge.
Photo by Eileen Shellman.

Solo, Marina's kitten.
Solo on top of the
shelter's cat run.
Photo by Kris Field.

Boo, Gay Dickerson's special cat, who died at the age of six and a half from cancer that had spread to her lungs.
She died quite suddenly, only days after the vet said she had only 1 or 2 months to live, apparently from a
hemorrhage as a consequence of the cancer. No special services were held. As Gay explained, "We usually
throw away the wrapping after we open a gift. Boo was the gift--what's left is just the gift-wrap."

Condolences to Debbie West and Lois Eckhoff
on the loss of Murphy, a 9-year-old originally
adopted from Barnwater Cats. Murphy, along
with his two surviving brothers, Alexander and
Montgomery, were rescued by Kris from the
Denver Municipal Animal Shelter. Murphy was
thin and fragile and many thought he would not
survive, but he did and enriched the lives of his
humans.
The young Murphy shortly after being rescued.
Photo by Kris Field.

Murphy after getting good
care, gaining some weight and
thriving on love.
Photo by Kris Field.
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