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BLACK CAT ADOPTED!
This should not be front page news, but too sadly it is. Black animals are
often the last to be adopted and the first to be euthanized because of a
prejudice against black. Sarah had been at the Barnwater Cats shelter
longer than any other cat up for adoption. She needed to find her forever
home before she became too attached to Kris, who feared she might not
find her forever home--not just because she was black, but because she
was a cat that probably needed to be the only cat in the house. All big
marks against her. But last Thanksgiving, there was a holiday miracle
and Sarah found that forever home. Here's the story in Kris's own words:
In August of 2011, I went down to the Denver Municipal shelter and
told them I could take two cats. I chose an orange boy who got adopted
in November and a black girl in the "her time is up" room. I named her
Sarah. She was just sitting there in a cage, waiting, waiting for the home
that never came. When I took her out of the cage, she was afraid, but she
put her paws around my neck, and I knew I had picked a winner.

Sarah at the shelter during her
adoption consultation with
Will and Laura.
Photo by Kris Field.

Well this incredible, sweet,
curious, amazing, friendly,
glossy, healthy kitty was overlooked by every adopter for
over two years. In fact, she is the only cat we have ever had
that had not had even ONE inquiry . . . not one single person
ever emailed or called to ask about her or to meet her.
So she waited, so patiently . . . one year, then two years, then
we were into month four of the third year when a lady came
to Kitty Christmas on Tuesday November 19th, a lady who
comes every year. The other years, though, Laura had a kitty.
This year she did not. She had lost her cat due to
complications from diabetes.

Sarah on her new dad Will's lap.
Photo by Kris Field.

She met Sarah and liked her a lot. Then on Sunday she
brought her soon-to-be-husband, Will, over to meet her.
Sarah was sitting atop the condo in the shelter living room,
looking out the window. As soon as they drove up, she leaped
down and ran to the door, as if to greet them.
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I had set up a card table with her records on it, and Will sat down at the table
and Sarah leaped onto the chair and then onto the table, managing to be eye-toeye with the poor guy. She started purring as he began to pet her, and he said,
"Ok, it's all over! We'll take her!"
On Monday evening, Margery came over and we packed up Sarah, a cat bed,
extra litter, a huge bag of toys and her contract and a copy of her complete
medical file and we delivered her to their condo. As soon as I let her out of the
carrier, she ran
around and looked
in every room,
pausing periodicSara just before her adoption.
ally to come into
Photo by Kris Field.
the living room to
be petted. It was
obvious that this cat was meant for this family.
Everyone was so happy, including Margery and me.
The best part is that this little black girl who was so
accepting and never complained--ever--about having
to live in a shelter really hit the jackpot. Not only
will she be home for Thanksgiving, but also home
for Christmas and every other holiday of all the
years to come. Thank you kitty angels, and thank
Sara's new mom and dad, Laura and Will, at their home.
you Barb Galaviz [of Denver Municipal Animal
Photos by Kris Field.
Shelter] for saving her life. May you all know the
love that Sarah is getting from Will and Laura; and may you all remember those kitties who are not so lucky by
donating to your local shelter.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO . . . by Kris Field
During my many years as a volunteer with the American Red
Cross, I had the distinct honor of working under Elizabeth
(Liz) DiPaolo, head of Disaster Response, Mile High
Chapter. During our years together, she and I developed and
implemented a unique program whereby we are able to help
pets in local disasters. We called it PET AID (Pet Emergency
Team…Animals in Disaster) and the program was created to
help get pets to safety after an apartment or house fire, for
example. Although we always try to get clients into a pet
friendly motel, there are instances where the pets need longterm boarding while the client finds suitable housing.

Left to right, Lt. Aaron McSpadden, Kris Field and

Alice Nightengale following their award presentation.
As a Captain for the DAT Team (Disaster Action Team)
Photo by Doug Linkhart.
and Pet and Companion Animals, Lead, I quite often
respond to fires where dogs and cats and birds and even
fish need a safe place to go immediately, especially if we (American Red Cross) set up a shelter where pets are
not allowed. This is where the Denver Metro Animal Shelter and the brave animal control officers come into
play. Without their immediate response to pick up the pets and take them to the shelter for FREE temporary
boarding, I have no idea what would become of these displaced pets, especially when the apartment they called
home is burned and the temperature is 20 degrees and snowing and it is three in the morning and the clients have
nothing except the clothes on their backs, many without even cars.

So I asked Lori Geres of the Mile High Chapter if the American Red Cross would provide me with Outstanding
Service awards for both Alice Nightengale, Executive Director, and Lt. Aaron McSpadden, extraordinary animal
control officer. This photo shows the presentation of that award in October 2013. Thank you Aaron, to you and
to your amazing staff of ACOs. You make my life much easier and you all bring hope to all of us who respond
to disasters and to those who are IN disasters. A Big Paw Salute to all of you.
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What happens to your pets in the event there is a disaster? We have all read terrible stories of
floods and fires where people are forced to evacuate their homes with little or no warning, and
their pets are a part of that evacuation process. Everyone needs to have a plan of some kind that
will include a safe haven for their pets in the event that the pet-friendly hotel(s) are full.
During a disaster, many vet clinics in the area must also evacuate their animals, so boarding may
not be an option; and dropping in on family members with two dogs and a cat is often extremely
hard on all of the animals involved, including the ones who live in the home you are visiting.
So . . . what do you do? First of all make a list of ALL of the pet-friendly motels in the radius
you are able to travel. 100 miles? 50 miles? It is prudent to check the list at least twice a year to
be sure that their pet policies have not changed.
My name is Smoky. I am
learning how to be the
disaster coordinator for
BCRO when I grow up.
Right now I am too busy
being a kitten and
annoying the other
shelter residents with
what I consider to be my
mirthful antics.

Second, be sure that you have sufficient hard-sided carriers and leashes and harnesses in an easyto-get-to place. You should keep a plastic tote with a lid full of your evacuation gear, including
dishes (stainless steel and paper in the event you do not have water with which to wash up),
plastic forks and spoons, canned and dry food, copies of shot and vet records, extra collars,
masking tape, pad of paper, flashlight and rubber gloves, along with a couple of washrags and
bath towels. Include some bottled water and be sure to rotate the perishables.
Third, be sure your pets are all microchipped! This is not negotiable.
And last, but of extreme importance, update your will to include lifetime plans for your pets in
the event that you die before they do. Do not assume your family members will take snooky or
that your husband or roommate wants to care for puffy. Leave explicit instructions in your estate
planning to leave money for care and a place for the pet to go. Animals are considered property
in the state of Colorado, and you may not want your three cats to go to the local shelter for
euthanasia simply because you failed to make proper and final arrangements.
Mama Kris has left her house in trust to all of the Barnwater cats, for example, so they will
always have a roof over their heads. After the last kitty is deceased, the house will be sold and
the money will go to animal rescue groups. But you can make whatever plans work best for you
and your pet family. The important thing is to MAKE A PLAN and get it into your will or
written down and notarized and filed in a handy place. Be sure that your neighbors and friends
and family are aware that you have a plan and what it is! Never leave your pets behind.
Smoky at one year. Photos by Kris Field.

VETS AND MORE VETS
Barnwater Cats works with a variety of vets in the Denver Metro Area, and these vets have been particularly
helpful with their outstanding service for both routine care and emergency visits: Drs. Sheryl Scolnick, Mac Griffin
and Jamie Akers of Pets on Broadway and Drs. Meriam Tadros (the shelter's personal vet) and Steve Kromka and
all the wonderful urgent care veterinarians of Evans East Animal Hospital. Both vet practices have continued to
offer generous discounts to the shelter for vital health care, and Kris is most grateful for their continued support.
And as we all know, the frontline of any business is the support staff who check us in and out. Thanks to Holly
and Amy and Aubrey and Patrick and Tori and Jolene and Carrie and Claudia and Farah and Chole and Elysa and
Sherry.
URGENT CARE FOR YOUR PETS: EVANS EAST ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Evans East recently began offering urgent care hours. Pets don't get sick or injured
only during normal office hours, and now there is an affordable, centrally located
alternative to an expensive emergency hospital visit. Either call 303-757-7881 to ask
whether the situation warrants urgent care of simply bring your pet in during these
extended urgent care hours:

5353 East Evans Ave, Denver, CO 80222

Monday through Friday: 6:00 pm to 11:30 pm
Saturday: 2:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am to 9:00 pm
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WHERE WOULD WE BE WITHOUT OUR SUPPORTERS AND VOLUNTEERS?
As Pansy's story on page 10 illustrates, Kris never forgets any of the many people who have supported her over
the decades with donations or words of encouragement. And those generous people who have adopted a
Barnwater Cat are never turned away if they ever need future help. Kris wants all of you to know how grateful
she is for making her work with abandoned or injured cats successful.
One of those special people is Lisa Boyum, who hand crafts beautiful goods every year for the Holiday Bazaar.
Other special people are Betsy Wills and Davy Davis, who paid for the shelter's new computer and printer. Another
special person is Jolene Barnett, a postal carrier who goes far beyond her duties, and also Gretchen Koehler, the
shelter's accountant. Generous grant money from the Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust made it possible for us to
feed over 200 cats and to provide the very best medical care for BCRO cats.
Other special people are the volunteers who do a variety of tasks for the shelter: Rhonda Green handles the
website and Petfinder listings; Margery Smith fosters cats in need; Gay Dickerson, Andrea Luethge, Kathy Lehr and
Trish Stevens are the backbone of the yard sales; Gay Dickerson traps feral cats; Justin Loerwald helps with holiday
sales and Eluise Marvin puts out the occasional newsletter. And many of you who are faithful donors. Giant thank
yous to all from Kris.

BEFORE YOU KNOW IT, THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY BAZAAR WILL BE HERE!
Dates have not been decided yet, but Kris will again be
hosting the shelter's annual Holiday Bazaar featuring
holiday gifts, many (but not all) with a cat or dog theme.
It will be on Saturdays and Sundays in late October, early
November, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. A nod to some of our
volunteers and customers who have made this possible over the years:

Clockwise from upper
left, Dr. Terese
Snowden, Volunteers
Justin Loerwald, Kathy
Lehr and Gay
Dickerson during the
Holiday Bazaar in 2013.
Two of the many tables
of goods at the 2013
Holiday Bazaar.
All photos by Kris
Field.

JUNE YARD SALE SUCCESS
The shelter's annual yard sale raised over $1,200 for the cats. Because of volunteers who devoted many hours to
set up, sell and then take down everything, BCRO had money to pay for things such as litter and food. Thanks
not only to volunteers Trish Stevens, Kathy Lehr, Andrea Luethge, Gay Dickerson and Eluise Marvin, but
thanks also to faithful friends of the shelter who stopped by: you all made it happen.
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ALLEY CAT ALLIES DONATES TRAPS AND FOOD TO BCRO by Kris Field
Alley Cat Allies has been totally awesome in their dedication to helping
Colorado kitties, and they have sent BCRO many humane traps so that I
may share them. Four local trappers now have nice new Tomahawk Live
Trap replacements for their old, rusty, broken traps. They are the good
ones, with the back door that slides up
so we can do quick releases of all those
skunks and raccoons we keep trapping!
Alley Cat Allies also donated to us a
$200 gift certificate for PetCo that paid
for lots of cat litter and food. Thank you
Aileen Walden and Rebecca Katz of
Alley Cat Allies. You guys are awesome
and we are all so grateful to you. This is
a great reminder to people to please
donate to the only national feral and
stray cat organization in the United
States. I feel that we have made some
great new friends.

Three of the new donated traps
ready to be distributed to local feral
cat trappers. Photo by Kris Field.

Just as an aside, in December 2005, we took (what was then) the largest
number of cats in one sitting when we took 7 cats from Alley Cat Allies when
they closed their post-Katrina staging area in Bogalusa, Louisiana. They were
driven up here in a van by a volunteer and we went out in a snowstorm to
meet them at Cat Care Society and bring them to their new, warm, clean
shelter where they were all subsequently adopted. Several had monumental
health problems, like Metairie had heartworms and Ava had severe pneumonia (and that was touch and go); but
they all made it and went on to their loving, forever homes. Thank you Alley Cat Allies!
Lori Freedman, extraordinary
neighborhood trapper enjoying
traps donated by BCRO who in
turn got them from Alley Cat
Allies. Photo by Kris Field.

Update by Lori Freedman: Well, I've been using the 2 traps you gave me with success! Eight weeks ago a mom
and her 5 orange tabby female kittens! Yep, all 5 were girls. Mom was spayed, vaccinated, FeLV/FIV tested
negative, ear-tipped and returned a week later. Kittens were socialized, spayed, vaccinated and I got them all
adopted out last week. This morning I trapped 6 kittens from 2 litters. I didn't get either mom; I'll be going back.
We only know of one mom for certain. Most of the kittens are suffering from upper respiratory, one is pretty
bad. The littlest ones are approximately 4 weeks old.

CATS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
LILA & KADE
In the fall of 2013, The Feline Fix received a call
about a colony of cats that had been left behind by a
cat hoarder and several people in the area had been
feeding them. One of the cats (Lila) had had a litter
of kittens, but none of the kittens could be found: it is
believed that they had all frozen to death during a
winter snow storm as the cats were living in the
frame of a lawn chair without any protection from the
cold. One of the feeders sought help from The Feline
Fix to get these beautiful Siamese girls fixed and
adopted. One of the cats had already been
intentionally killed by a neighbor before the others
could be trapped: nine of them and all Siamese type
cats (lynx, seal and blue point). Two were in very
bad condition and positive for FIV so were humanely
euthanized. Two were not deemed to be socializable
but luckily found a fantastic barn home and are doing

Elegant Kade (left) and her believed-to-be sister Lila.
Unknown photo credit.
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great. Three were released back to their area after being neutered. The last two are Lila and Kade, now up for
adoption at Barnwater Cats. Kathy Hill of The Feline Fix says it best in her own words:
"Knowing Kris for many years, I knew she would be the perfect person to help these girls blossom and find a
forever home. I am so grateful for Kris, her patience, understanding of cat behavior and her ability to seek out a
perfect home for them. Thank you Kris!
They have been in two foster homes so far and are extremely affectionate. In a new home it may take a little
patience for them to bond with their new owner but it will happen quickly and they will provide you with many
years of joy! They are current with all vaccinations, are spayed and housetrained. Please consider giving these
two beautiful girls a forever home! Contact their foster-mom Kris at 303-7592855."

Clockwise from top: Kade and Lila enjoying life at Barnwater Cats. The two
healthy Siamese in their room shortly after arriving at the shelter in April. Close up
of Kade having breakfast. Within 2 days, Kade and Lila began purring for Kris and
asking to be petted, perhaps sensing that they would soon find their forever home
through Barnwater Cats. All photos by Kris Field.

CALLIE
Because of a generous donation to Barnwater Cats from the Lauretta Boyd
Charitable Trust, in December Kris was able to save yet one more cat
whose time was up at Denver Municipal Animal Shelter. The average
cost of a new kitty is often around $500 or more if they need a blood
panel and a dental.
She would get
spayed, vaccinated,
fecals done,
leukemia/ aids
tested, vet exam
and microchipped. And
Sad Callie at DMAS. Photo by Kris Field.
indeed, Callie had
a rough start at
BCRO with vexing health issues: diarrhea, vomiting,
runny eyes, dehydration, gingivitis, infected teeth and
possible irritable bowel syndrome. Not wishing to return
Callie to DMAS, over the first few months Kris spent a
Kris holding Callie's paperwork at DMAS on the day
number
of hours at emergency rooms and in vet offices
Kris picked her up, December 24, 2013. Photo by
with one after another health issue. But Kris was
DMAS staff member Carolyn.
determined to give Callie a chance.
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It was not until a visit to Pets on Broadway when Dr. Jamie Akers diagnosed
SEVERE gingivitis, infection and teeth with cavities. Callie went straight in for
dental work, which took FOUR hours and was quite extensive with 16 teeth pulled.
This must have caused her excruciating pain and was the probable root cause of
many other health problems, but her dental condition was not noted in any
paperwork before Kris took her in. In all, her medical bills were over $1,200. Much
of the cost was covered by special donations from special shelter supporters.
Callie is ready for adoption and is now in good health. She is gorgeous with soft fur
like a bunny rabbit. She was extremely shy and had a history of diarrhea and runny
eyes before Barnwater Cats, but after her
dental surgery, Callie purrs all the time
and loves to be petted and is eating well.
She is the sweetest cat on the planet. She
is curious, playful and loves attention.
Carolyn holding Callie at
Although it is not certain, we believe
DMAS. Photo by Kris Field.
Callie might do best as the only cat in
the home. After her difficult journey
back to health, it's time for Callie to
find her loving forever home.
A transformed Callie relaxing at
BCRO, left and right. She spends
most of her time in her own
bedroom but has several hours a
day with the run of the shelter and,
like most cats, enjoys looking out
the window from a high perch.
Photos by Kris Field.

CATS WITH NEW FOREVER HOMES
MACK AND ZOOEY FIND THEIR HOME by Kris Field
I had been thinking of getting a third kitty for several
years but was waiting for the right one to show up on
my doorstep. When that didn't happen, Margery Smith
and I went on a quest, from shelter to shelter. I walked
into one place and immediately saw "my" cat: she was
turning upside down in her cage meowing and purring at
me. "This is the one," I exclaimed! Then I found out that
she had been surrendered with her brother, an orange
tabby who was very scared and in the back of his cage,
hiding.
During this time, a lady started feeding treats to the
calico girl I had decided to adopt. She told us that she
had surrendered the two cats the previous day because
she and her partner did not have a solid place to live and
they could no longer separate the cats from their cat
Zooey (left) and Mack. All photos by Kris Field.
unfriendly dog due to restrictions in space. They had
gone to Hawaii the previous summer, and while they
were gone, the Waldo Canyon fire destroyed everything they owned except their two dogs who were mercifully
being boarded with her brother.
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That September they went to visit a friend on a farm, and the
people refused to spay/neuter their cats so kittens were
constantly being born and eaten by coyotes. The two women
were horrified and took the only two kitties that were left,
Zooey and Mack. But as the months went by and they moved
from rental to rental, they realized that the best and kindest
thing to do was to surrender the kitties to a shelter. So I paid
the $200 adoption fee and took them home. I decided since I
only wanted one, I would keep whichever one did NOT get
adopted through BCRO.
Then came Dianna who called wanting to meet Zooey. I asked
her if she would be interested in keeping them together, and
she said that she was sure that her husband Rick would only want her to adopt ONE kitty. Well...just goes to
show! When Rick came over he fell madly in love with Mack and Dianna fell madly in love with Zooey and
there was never any question about which one they were taking: Rick took Mack and Dianna adopted Zooey. It
was a match made in heaven. So the Torres family got two kitties and I got none, but that's ok, as I eventually
wound up with Smoky the bad cat!
So, the kitties got to stay together and they went to an amazing home. Thank you Rick and Dianna for giving
these guys a great THIRD chance. You are just the best!

SILVER, FORMERLY KNOWN AS LYLE
You may recall from the last newsletter that Lyle was rescued from an
alley where teenaged boys were beating him. Well, Lyle didn't spend
much time in foster care and now thanks to a good friend of the shelter,
Betsy and her husband John, he's in a beautiful forever home. Normally
a little shy around strangers, he took to Betsy almost immediately during
her trips to Barnwater Cats to visit him and he won her over. Or did she
win him over? Instead of hiding when strangers came, Lyle came out
from under the furniture as soon as Betsy appeared.
Lyle made himself at home with the Wills quickly and soon told John,
Lyle at BCRO. Photo by Kris Field.
whom he particularly seems to like, that his name was Silver, not Lyle.
So Silver is now enjoying a life of luxury, giving his new family much
love. He is even making friends with the family's two big economy sized dogs,
Boone and Rhett.

Silver keeping company with John. Photo by Betsy Wills.

As Kris has said more than
once, some times a shelter
cat has to wait until
another cat passes away
before a forever home
becomes available. That's
the case here, as Betsy and
John's previous cat Shea
eventually passed away
after a long life, leaving a
hole for Silver to slip in to.
And another sad passing
from the Wills household
is Boone, one of the two
big dogs, who died
suddenly in June, leaving
an even bigger hole for
one small cat to fill.
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Lyle quickly bonding with
Betsy in his shelter room
during one of their first
meetings. It appeared to be
love at first sight for both.
Photo by Kris Field.

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE SHELTER OF $10 OR MORE as of July 19, 2014
Without your support, there would be no cat shelter. Every donation goes directly to the cats for vet care
($6,000 in 2013), utilities ($7,000 a year), insurance ($12,000 a year) and all the other associated costs of
running a shelter, such as food and maintenance.

Lions ($1,000 or more), Liz Drennen, Eluise Marvin, Eileen Shellman
Tigers ($500 or more), Norma and Ed Bixby, Davy Davis, Bob Rhue, Diana Stone, Joan Van Loan,
Ann Williamson, Betsy Wills

Jaguars ($200 or more), Warren Connors, Pam Dickerson, Lois Eckhoff, Gary Community Investment
Company, Cindy Kryjak, Lisa Mendelsberg (Colorado Animal Rescue Express), Betty Patnoi,
Tana and Jim Pittman, Debbie West, Sally Young, Suzanne Young

Leopards ($100 or more), Marie Cole, Liz DiPaolo, Barb Johnson, Justin Loerwald, Andrea Luethge,
Heidi MacIntyre, Ann Martinez, Sharon Nelson, Sandra Russell-Owens, Pita Tuason, Barbara Walker,
Wendy Williams, Mary Woodard

Ocelots ($50 or more), Dena Barrett and Family, Ann Caffrey, Joan Casey, Lori Freedman, Kathy Lehr,
Kate Merrill, Lorna Mitchell, Shirlee and Jim Powell, Marian Reeves, Eileen Rutter, Shirley Ruybal,
Terese Snowden, Diana Whelen

Margays ($10 or more), Barbara and Joe Arenal, Pam Beets, Peggy Bradford, Jackie Clark,
Darlene Clarke, Bob Connors, Valerie Crites, Kathy Ford, Linda Headstream, Bob and Carole Levin,
Mel McDonnell, Owen Perkins, Bernadette Sonefeld, Trish Stevens, Lila Valdez

ANOTHER WAY TO DONATE TO THE SHELTER
You may wish to contribute through the Wish List maintained by Amazon.com. Simply go to its website, click
on Wish List on the far right, and enter Barnwater Cats in the "Find a Wish List or Registry" drop down menu.
You can then select an item that you wish to send to the shelter and receive a tax deduction statement. Please
remember to add a gift card so we will know who to thank! And it really works, as this exchange between Kris
and long-time friend Mia Woody shows:
From Kris: Dear dear Mia, I could not even believe my eyes when I saw the UPS guy as I have nothing coming
in: no, not my birthday, not Christmas--what could it be? I opened it up with all of the cats around me, waiting
for me to hurry up so they could have the box. And inside was a hand-held vacuum. I was amazed and so
pleased and excited. You will never know how much I need this. Aside from the timeliness of the gift, the
thoughtfulness of the gift makes me cry with gratitude to be able to have someone like you in my life.
From Mia: Hi Kris, I'm taking a short break from assignments to let you know that, although I'm rarely in
touch, I think of you often and appreciate all you do to support creatures who would be lost--or worse--without
you . . . I'm glad the hand-held vacuum is a help to you. The choice came from your Amazon wish list that I read
about in your newsletter.

Top Wish List Items
Printer Ink, HP 61/61 XL, black and color cartridges
Temptations, any flavor (thank you Warren Connors for continued PayPal donations and Temptation treats)
Riccar Ecopure Ultrafiltration vacuum bags, 4000 & 2000 Series
Donations toward cost of the shelter's recently replaced refrigerator ($600)
Stamps / Clorox / Paper Towels / Reliable New or Used Vehicle for the Shelter

CONTINUING THANKS TO OUR PRINTER
Bill Egan of Egan Printing makes our newsletters perfect! A big thank you for his ongoing support.

Egan Printing Company
1245 Elati Street • Denver, CO 80204-3612 • 303-534-0171
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PETS NEED ESTATE PLANNING TOO! By Kris Field
May I take this moment to remind people to make provisions in your will for your cats, even if you just say that
you want them to be euthanized. Cats are property and can be tied up in probate or disposed of in an unsavory
manner without written instructions. Or, at the very least, make verbal arrangements with a friend or relative to
come take the cats immediately. That will buy some time to find homes for them. What happens to your car or
your stereo or your jewelry is a lot less important than what happens to your pets. Often people assume that their
daughter or ex-husband or roommate etc. will take the pet(s), but I get many calls from relatives who were never
asked prior to the death and they are unable or unwilling to take the pet (and had no knowledge that they were
expected to). Here are two recent examples:

Two Senior Cats Whose Owner Died Need a Home by Christmas
December 22, 2013, an email from Carrie Aldrich to Kris: Some of my clients found this flier in their hallway,
only posted today. Apparently these two adorable kitties, Tiny and Jake, have had a great indoor-only home with
one owner for their whole lives, and they are both older than 10. The owner passed away a few weeks ago, and
friends have been going into the apartment to feed and care for these cats.
Now, however, the apartment
management has told them the cats
MUST be out before Christmas so that
they can lease the apartment again.
We are trying to work on getting them
to safety, but if someone is interested
in adopting them (or fostering them
longer-term if needed), please, please,
call the number on the flier. They
really have to be out on Tuesday the
24th at the latest.
Excerpt from flyer about Tiny and Jake. Photo credit unknown.

Update: A temporary home was found
at the last minute, giving these two
some breathing room.

Pansy
This story is also an example that Kris never forgets the people and cats who
have been in her life. In early March, Kris received a call from Tara, whom
she knew only slightly but turned out to be the granddaughter of the artist
who designed one of the logos the shelter uses!
Tara needed help for her grandparents' cat Pansy: Pansy's mom died
last fall and her dad [the artist
mentioned above] is elderly and does
not feel that he can take good care of
her. His granddaughter is trying to
place the cat and hopes to have this
taken care of within a few weeks or
Pansy will need to go to a shelter. She
is about 4 years old, very sweet and
active and comes with her toys, beds,
litter box, lots of food and a donation.

Two pictures of Pansy in her
original home. Photo credits
unknown.

In late March, Kris arranged that Pansy would go to Boulder Humane for adoption where her chances would be
greatly increased. In the event that she is not chosen, Boulder Humane will give Tara 24 hours notice to come
and pick her up or have her euthanized. At that time, BCRO would step in and take her. Margery Smith has
agreed to foster her in case that happens, so she will be safe one way or another. But most fortunately that was
not necessary as on April 5, Pansy was adopted from Boulder Humane!
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ONCE A BARNWATER CAT, ALWAYS A BARNWATER CAT: LULU & PANDA
Long-time readers may remember
Marina, the mother cat Kris
rescued from coyotes a few years
ago along with most of her
kittens. Marina found her forever
home and was re-named Lulu.
Here's a recent message from her
new Winsand family:

Panda, one of Lulu's kittens, now in
Dr. Terese Snowden's home. Photo
by Terese & Jack Snowden.

"Princess Lulu has taken over
Sweet, funny Lulu, doing what she does best: being
the house and our bed, but she
charming. Photo by Wayne & Nancy Winsand.
is kind and loving and is allowing us to stay in her house and lets us sleep in her bed. She is an unconditional
source of love and laughter for us and makes this crazy world seem more sane.
We are eternally grateful for you saving her and bringing her to us."

CAJUN
According to Cajun's mom, Christine, he's grown a bit since his adoption
from Barnwater Cats in August 2008. In Christine's words, "We estimate
that he's about 7 years old now. He is a wonderful, healthy cat--talking to
me all the time, batting at my ankle to make sure I don't forget to feed
him, getting into mild mischief regularly, and most importantly, being
consistently and amazingly tolerant of what our 5 year old puts him
through! We love him to pieces, and he knows it. He's also very good
at sensing when it's time for us to get out of bed in the morning and
Cajun resting from his duties as cat-in-charge
makes a point of leaning up against our sides to make sure we stay
family ruler. Photo by Christine Strickland.
and pet him a bit longer. We are definitely 'his humans'!"

A DIFFERENT RAINBOW BRIDGE FAREWELL
I think we all have a favorite place that makes us happy just to go there. For Kris, one of
those places was Big Pappas BBQ. She became friends with the owners (Frank and son
Adam), awesome manager (Danielle Bishop) and staff (best server Brittany) and was
treated like family in return. They offered all kinds of smoked meats with four different
sauces and a long list of sides. In Kris's words, "the best homemade potato salad ever."
Alas, one day the restaurant was closed. Eventually, Kris received an email response
from one of the owners, Doug Masser, that stated that his friend and the head of the
family, Frank Alfonso, had died suddenly in his sleep. Without their leader, the family did not wish to continue
and so closed the restaurant, leaving a very saddened Kris behind. All that remains are fond memories and a few
photos, including this one of ribs, sauce and homemade potato salad. Photo by Kris Field.

NEW ARRIVALS AT RAINBOW BRIDGE
ORANJI and DELMARIA ARMSTRONG
Orangi, beloved kitty son of Dot Armstrong, crossed the Rainbow
Bridge early this year and will be sorely missed.
Another loss to the Armstrong household in January is Delmaria, who
was a strikingly handsome guy with beautiful silver fur and a deep
black mask. As owner Dena Barrett describes: "He would meet me
every morning at the refrigerator and yell at the top of his lungs until I
gave him a little slurp of cream. I kept a little container just for him. At
the end he was barely eating anything but he still yelled for his cream.
He was one I adopted when his first mama had to go into a nursing
home. He was going on 12 when I got him and I had the privilege of
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Oranji Armstrong. Photo by Dot
Armstrong.

loving him for the past three or so years. He went into liver failure and was having a hard time eating so we
allowed him to go to the Rainbow Bridge today. So my heart is broken again. What a painful price we pay for
the privilege of rescuing these babies."

MAKEE by Andrea Luethge
Originally, Makee, which means "blue sky with white clouds" in Thai because of his
electric blue sapphire eyes, was rescued by Kris. Two years later he was adopted by a
sweet family headed for England. Because of stringent English quarantine regulations,
the family decided to return Makee to Kris. Makee was with Kris for 2 more years.
About this time, GingerFox had lost her buddy Mr.
Tang. I mentioned this to Kris. So she introduced me
to shy little 4-year-old Makee. I did not even hesitate
to adopt him. I think of him as my very own Siamese.
He loved GingerFox on first sight.

Makee. Photos by Kris Field.

Makee was a comfort to me and the other cats in my
house. He always snuggled with my red Abyssinian
Makee and his
GingerFox. He adored her. We all slept together each
scratching post.
night, Makee in the middle. Makee had been with us
for 16 years. I feel blessed the day he came into my life. And amazingly he
passed over this February 14, 2014, on Valentines Day. He is my very own
Valentine.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Mike Stearman, husband of long-time shelter supporter Annette Stearman and dad to Barnwater Cats Jesse and
Timmy Christmas and dog Tessa.

Annie Rose Powell, a cat especially beloved by Jim and Shirlee and their children, died in June.
Lola Greer, Tamara Greer's beloved. Tamara is a wonderful adoptor and also mom of BCRO kitty, Taz.
Shea Wills, long-time feline friend of John and Betsy Wills.
DONATIONS TO THE SHELTER MADE IN MEMORY OF . . .
Beau Bixby, from Norma and Ed Bixby and family, a special, amazing feline
friend.

Larry Smith, from Pam Beets, Margery Smith's big-hearted guy.
Nigel Bangert, from Pita Tuason, Trish Bangert's kitty. New to the DU area, Trish
was unaware of the large coyote population when she let Nigel out into the back
yard, and it is believed that a coyote took him.

Stormy Fitzgerald, from Diana Stone, Katherine and Garth's beautiful baby girl,
loved and dearly missed.

If Tears Could Build A Stairway, Author Unknown
If tears could build a stairway,
and memories a lane.
I would walk right up to Heaven
and bring you back again.
No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say "Goodbye".
You were gone before I knew it,
and only God knows why.
My heart still aches with sadness,
and secret tears still flow.

What it meant to love you No one can ever know.
But now I know you want me
to mourn for you no more;
To remember all the happy times
life still has much in store.
Since you'll never be forgotten,
I pledge to you today~
A hollowed place within my heart
is where you'll always stay.
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Stormy. Photo by Katherine
Fitzgerald.

